"The New York Botanical Garden developed Plant Hunters as a way to extend the reach of its Children's Education programs and resources to a global audience," said Gregory Long, President of The New York Botanical Garden. "This engaging new tool will help students and families everywhere discover the beauty and importance of the world's biodiversity, by making the rich collections and wealth of information contained in the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory available across the country and around the world." "Through the use of online technology children from across the country can virtually experience the wonders of The New York Botanical Garden," said Verizon Foundation President Patrick Gaston. "We are proud to partner with the Botanical Garden on this valuable project and add it to the ever growing number of resources available on Verizon Thinkfinity." Through Plant Hunters, families can supplement their visits to the Haupt Conservatory by exploring 64 of the plants showcased there in more detail at home. The site is also intended to provide families unable to visit the Conservatory with a rewarding educational experience. Plant Hunters enables users to experience the diverse plant life displayed in the Conservatory such as: the Palms of the Americas Gallery, which includes the largest collection of New World palms under glass; the Lowland Tropical Rain Forest Gallery and the Upland Tropical Rain Forest Gallery, which feature plant specimens used to treat human illnesses and illustrate the ethnobotanical study of how plants and people relate; the Deserts of the Americas and Deserts of Africa Galleries, which house plants such as cacti, agave, boojum trees, and aloes that have adapted to dry and challenging climates; as well plants adapted to life in the water in the Aquatic Plants and Vines Gallery. "The Web site is very interesting because it shows you some plants you've never seen before," said Kenima Peralta, a third grader at C.S. 211. Her classmate Kye Spenser remarked: "I learned that there is such a thing as a rubber tree!" "We played with Plant Hunters on family game night!" said Shanyah Lander, a fourth-grade student. Her schoolmate Hillary Rosario, a fifth grader, commented, "I really liked the fact that it is using the Botanical Garden as a place to help us learn about exotic plants and flowers. I enjoyed that it showed you the real Conservatory and you really get to see it in 360-degree mode."
Education Programs Make Botanical Garden a Leader in Environmental Education
The New York Botanical Garden is recognized as one of the country's leading environmental education institutions and as a pioneer in the field of informal science learning. The Garden provides children, families, and educators with unique programs to help better understand the important role plants play in everyday life. Each year, the Botanical Garden's Children's Education program enriches the plant science education of over 78,000 schoolchildren and provides approximately 3,000 teachers with professional development training in science education. 
